
  

 

REPORTER 

“God’s Work. Our Hands.” day is on September 13th. ELCA 

churches across the country will be taking part in service projects on this 

day. This year our church is planning to join with the Richardson Inter-

faith Alliance in an event for “Feeding Children Everywhere.” This or-

ganization provides meals for children in our community and all over the 

world. The organization provides the ingredients for the meals and we 

package them. This will take place at the Richardson Civic Center in the 

Grand Ballroom.  Each volunteer will sign up of a 1 hour shift.  This 

event will also be held in conjunction with Charter for Compassion’s 

“Compassion Games” that are held yearly around the anniversary of 

9/11.  When plans are finalized, we will send out an email with further 

information and a sign up sheet will be posted to sign up for shifts.  St. 

Luker’s will wear their “God’s Work. Our Hands.” t-shirts. If you didn't 

get one last year, please let Gail know right away as the deadline for or-

dering is August 8. If we order more than 10, they will put our name on 

the back like last year. As an alternative, if anyone has one to pass on to 

someone else, please let us know also.  

Please mark your calendars to take part in this servant event now! 

The Service Outreach Team’s used book sale will be 

held on August 9 and 16th. There is still time to donate 

your used books. Leave them on the table in the Gather-

ing Area. Proceeds from the sale will go to the Building 

Improvement Fund.  If you are able to help the team or-

ganize and get ready for the sale,  please contact Emily Hoffman to vol-

unteer your services. 
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We may be nearing the end of summer soon, but our 

work in the renewal process is just beginning to heat up 

again.  Your renewal team has been meeting regularly to 

follow up the discussions that took place at our congrega-

tional lunch in April.  
  

You may recall that our table groups at the lunch all pro-

duced possible mission statements.  As the team worked on 

a cross-section of them, there were key words that kept 

coming up in every statement:  Love, Serve, and Welcome.  

Those words are also in our old mission statement, so it’s obvious they are im-

portant to who we are here at St. Luke’s.  We found that the word “All” was a 

critical piece in the statements as well, and most people felt strongly that it 

should be included.  
 

As our discussion progressed, it hit us that this was our purpose statement right 

there: Love, Serve, Welcome, All.  It is simple and easy to remember, and can 

be a starting point for any conversation we have about our identity at St. Luke’s.   
 

While those words will catch people’s attention, we clearly need to flesh them 

out with our value statements that support them.  Here is what we came up with:   
 

Because we share the love of Jesus Christ (LOVE), we are God’s hands in the 

world (SERVE).  Therefore, our hearts and doors are open to all (WELCOME). 

“For all of you are one in Christ Jesus” Galatians 3:28 (ALL) 
 

So, we’d like to have us take some time now to live into those values, and those 

key words that identify our purpose.  We want to try them on for size, and see if 

they fit.  I will be using those words as focus points for a series of sermons in 

August, with some opportunity along the way to have more discussion in the 

congregation.  In the meantime, the renewal team is also beginning to have 

some conversations with community leaders to see where there are needs and 

opportunities for us to live them out in the community. 
 

I also ask all of you to reflect on those words of purpose:  Love, Serve, Wel-

come, All. Think about ways you live them out in your own life, particularly in 

sharing the gifts and blessings in your life.  The Congregational Resources team 

has also been thinking of ways we can relate our stewardship over the next year 

with those values guiding us. If you would like to write a short devotional piece 

about those reflections on God’s gifts, please let us know.  You can read more 

about that in another article here in the newsletter.   
 

We are moving forward here, and opening our hearts along the way.  Please 

keep talking about our purpose here, and how God is calling us to use the many 

gifts we have here.   



3 

 

Yardwork never ends, especially during the sum-

mer. If you can spare any time to help the Yardbirds 

with the mowing, weeding, etc. please call Ralph Rizzo 

to volunteer. 

Please watch the Sunday bulletins for upcoming events for 

the Social Seniors. 

The men’s breakfast will be held on Saturday, August 

22 at 8:30 a.m. at the Hilton Garden Inn, 190 and Water-

view Dr. For more information, call Ralph Rizzo, 972-231-

3269. 

Volunteers are needed to give the chancel flowers 

in August. There are several openings. Please sign up 

on the flower chart on the bulletin board in the Gather-

ing Area. 

Let's end the summer with an all church Cross-

Generation Potluck Picnic Lunch 
 

When: Sunday August 9th at 12:00 pm. 

Where: Congregational Life Center 
 

Bring your favorite main dish, salad or dessert. A 

sign up sheet is on the bulletin board in the Gathering Area. 
 

Remember this is for the entire congregation for "ALL" ages. Come and 

join the food and fellowship. 
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NETWORK UPDATE 
 

A big thank you to everyone for their "reverse offering" donations.  

We collected a whooping 420 pounds.  That is a record number of 

pounds from St. Luke's at one time. 
 

Network has under gone some changes in the recent month.  They are 

no longer distributing personal items, but will continue with women's 

personal items and also toilet tissue.  Also, please remember expired 

items cannot be distributed.   
 

Summer is a slow time for donations, so please continue with your gen-

erous contributions if you are able.  We will probably have another 

"reverse offering" in January. 

Tools 4 School. Network has started their annual 

school supply drive. If you would like to help with the 

collection, you may place your donations in the Net-

work cart in the Gathering Area. Any type of school 

supplies are welcome. 

This newsletter along with other communi-

cations are sent out by e-mail. If you have an 

email address and are not receiving mail from 

us, please call the church office (or email us) 

and let us add you to the list. We are trying to make sure everyone is 

included in our communications.  

Folks who do not have an email address usually pick up a hard copy of 

the Reporter at the church. However sometimes we want to communi-

cate other important news, such as memorial services, etc. We have a 

calling tree in place, however many times it is redundant as it is the sec-

ond time folks have been notified. Therefore we are updating that list 

also and leaving off those who are on the email list. We don’t want to 

miss you, so if you are not receiving emails from us, please let us know. 

Thanks so much. 
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Women of St. Luke’s 
  

“Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or 

under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”  2 Corinthians 9:7 
 

This is the focus verse for our third and 

final study this summer entitled “God 

Loves A Cheerful Giver” by Emma 

Crossen. 
 

In the fall of 2015 (September-

November), Liv Larson Andrews, pastor 

of Salem Lutheran Church in the West 

Central neighborhood of Spokane, 

Wash., brings us “Slow Faith” a three-

session study on speed and slowness, ex-

amining how the Kingdom of God moves 

slowly, yet we are asked to move with 

ever greater speed.  
 

Mary/Ruth Circle meets on the second 

Tuesday of the month at 10:00am in ei-

ther members’ homes or the adult class-

room. 
 

Rebekah Circle meets on the second 

Tuesday of the month at 7:30pm in members’ homes. 

These two circles will use the Gather Magazine Bible Study for their les-

sons. 
 

Sarah Circle meets on the second Saturday of the month at 9:00am in 

the Church Conference Room. A study, “More Beautiful, Healthy and 

Green,” will be given by Diane Thorpe. 

 

All women of St. Luke’s are invited and encouraged to come. 

Please feel free to join any of the circles at any time. 
 

 MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 

August 12: Combined Circles 

Bible Study, 7:00pm in the 

Gathering Area – Pastor Kris 

will finish the third lesson “God 

Loves A Cheerful Giver” and  

Rebekah Circle will  be hostess. 

The lesson may be found in the 

July/August Gather Magazine or 

can be downloaded free at gath-

ermagazine.org. 

August 15:  Leadership Team 

Meeting, 9:00am in the adult 

classroom.  

September 2: Activity Day, 

9:00am in the Congregational 

Life Center. 

September 8:  Mary Ruth and 

Rebekah Circles. 

September 12:  Sarah Circle 
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Booksome Ladies 

The BOOKSOME LADIES will meet in the Conrad 

Library on Wednesday, August 19th at 9:30 a.m.  Our 

book for discussion is We Are Called to Rise by 

Laura McBride, which is the Richardson Reads One 

Book selection for this year.  Set in present day Las 

Vegas, it is a novel that was inspired by an actual in-

cident.  In her debut work, the author weaves a story of three individu-

als and their  families whose lives are dramatically effected by a series 

of seemingly unrelated events.  Avis is a middle-aged woman coping 

with the break-up of her marriage; Luis Rodriguez-Reyes is a returning 

soldier with no memory of how he got to the hospital bed where he is 

now confined; Bashkim is a very brave eight year old immigrant boy 

from Albania.  This is a story about families – the ones we have and the 

ones we make.  It is a story of America today, where so many cultures 

and points of view collide and coexist, and what happens when the pro-

tective borders of our lives are suddenly smashed, and how ordinary 

strangers can rise to the challenge of caring for each other. We Are 

Called to Rise is a haunting, heart-wrenching, and hopeful book that 

you will think about for a long time.  
 

Even if you haven’t read the book, YOU ARE WELCOME to come for 

the discussion and fellowship. 
 

Peace, 

Martha Eastwood 

August is Malaria Month 

The people of the NT-NL have now raised $152,046.33 of our com-

mitment of $160.000 toward the ELCA’s goal of $15 million. Let’s 

help meet the goal by giving generously to the Malaria Fund during 

the month of August.  



7 

 

The members of St. Luke’s and their families that are being prayed for 

during the month are listed below.   

Betty Kennedy, Prayer Chain Chairperson 

972-235-6309 

972-774-2002       

                             

     BILL PERKINS 

                             LOUIS & EILEEN RODENCAL 

                             ED & MARGE ALESCH 

                             DIANE THORPE 

                             CHARLIE MARET 

                             ROSEMARIE HAM 

                             DORIS AUTREY    

                             RITA HUMPHREY 

                             BERNIE HUMPHREY  

                             MARY JAN                                     

                             IRMA YOUNG                      

                             LYNDA LLOYD 

                             EMILY EASTWOOD 

                             TRACY GOLDEN                              

                             RUTHIE GROOM                                                                                       

                             BILL MARET 

                             MAGGIE HORNER 

                             LISA SANDIDGE 

                             RONDA MEIVES  

                             PAULINE GLENN 

     FAMILY OF ERNIE ANKELE 
                

Our appreciation to St. Luke’s Prayer Chain for their dedicated and 

faithful prayers and service.  
 
                          ñGive ear, O Lord to my prayer ééò                               
                                                             Psalm  80:6                                        
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Claiming Your Vocation for Life, September 20-23 
  

"Claiming Your Vocation for Life" is a Learning for Life Event from 

Wartburg Theological Seminary hosted by the Lutheran Seminary Pro-

gram in the Southwest at Briarwood.  This event is for all the baptized 

living out your Christian vocation in the next stage of life - those contem-

plating major life transitions of all kinds, both church members and pro-

fessionals: retirement, job changes, family transitions, next calls and other 

life transition are encouraged to participate. Presenters include Dr. Jay 

Alanis, Rev Ginger Anderson-Larson, and Dr. Diane Jacobson.  Find out 

more information here or  by contacting Liz Stein at estein@lsps.edu 

or calling 713.249.8471  

Briarwood Invitational Golf Outing  
October 9, 2015 

 

The annual Briarwood Invitational Golf Outing will be held on October 

9 again at the beautiful Bridlewood Golf Club in Flower Mound.  
 

Funds raised from this event are used to make camp affordable for all 

children and youth and provides camperships for those with specific 

needs.  Congregations are encouraged to form teams for a fun fellow-

ship event that provides important and needed support for the ministry at 

Briarwood.  $250 - $3,000 Sponsorships are available.   

Women's Retreat - August 28-30 
 

The theme for Briarwood's first Women's Retreat is "Women are..." We 

will be discovering how women are beautiful, strong, faithful, powerful 

and phenomenal! We will discuss what being a Christian woman looks 

like in today's society and how we can take steps to forge bonds of 

Christian sisterhood. So, moms bring your daughters, aunts bring your 

nieces or grandmas bring your granddaughters, etc.  
 

Proverbs 31:10  For her worth is far above jewels  

What’s Happening at Briarwood 
bw@briarwoodretreat.org 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001WH_qBsi558wMHRp128suJB2XmwhwAAM9uc8aD_ah-knYGGdCyEZI6w-Nf8z5IKUXHBaGRYQjyJYCV4U6CXFyZgzSKhbUBO6aVa3Y27ohJ2BvbFMvmvUHkxbRql9OqsbO1CbmYQZCEYBD1cnvxTK0dXibTwpWuQ55Gaiw3Z4Gq9uqj6Mv2oqNIqyBT1MF5Jeq61Lxt3xjWv1hNRUA0U3OLylwp8Jzc8k2&c=T
mailto:estein@lsps.edu
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Irma Young  8-01 

Bob Nicolaysen 8-02 

Amy McEwan  8-06 

Andrea Herrman 8-08 

Al Somodevilla 8-08 

Seth Eckholm  8-09 

Holden McDermott 8-09 

Regi Sigler  8-09 

Betty Kennedy 8-14 

Howard Scheib 8-14 

Mary Jan  8-16 

Susie Maret  8-18 

Susan Scheib  8-19 

Nicholas Chatto 8-20 

Connie White  8-21 

Ashley Sallee  8-23 

Shelby Huffhines 8-24 

Ursula Peters  8-26 

Preston Huffhines 8-27 

Mildred Pliskal 8-28 

Maia Slye-Nleson 8-29 

Brenda Sherrod 8-31 

Louis Rodencal & Eileen Bottolfson  8-04-2001 

Jim & Linda Reed    8-06-1955 

Marcie & Chris Cook    8-08-2009 

Bill & Corinne Perkins   8-08-1948 

Jon & Evelyn Spangler   8-08-1986 

Bud & Shella Groom    8-20-1954 

Al & Carol Avellanet    8-22-1959 

Billy & Allyne Harris    8-24-1963 

Phil & Doris Houston    8-27-1950 

Dan & Darla Vogt    8-27-1994 

NOTE: If you have an anniversary or birthday this month and your 

name is not on our list, please call the church office and give us the in-

formation for our records. Thank you. 
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The Congregational Resources Team is putting together a blog 

called “Guardians of God’s Gifts.” This blog will be written by you—the 

members of St. Luke’s. We’d like everyone to take part by writing a re-

flection/devotional  describing how you care for, give attention to, or val-

ue one of God’s gifts in your life. You can include such things as how you 

were taught to use or appreciate a particular gift, what you have done or 

hope to do to use it, why you value it or any other aspect having to do 

with how you steward God’s gift or gifts. The purpose behind this exer-

cise is to become more aware of the gifts God has showered on us and 

how we value them and then share with each other about why they are 

important in our life.   
 

We will link the blog to our website and to our Facebook page. We hope 

to post one a week for a year and then produce a book to give out next 

year at this time. So start thinking and putting your reflections down on 

paper now.  
 

Need an idea or two to get started reflecting on your blog entry? What are 

some of the gifts we might choose to write about? How about family, 

friends, creation, finances, faith, work, and play. Or how about the desire 

to work on social justice issues such as world hunger, health care issues, 

homelessness, discrimination, immigration. If something is important to 

you, you already have a starting point. Remember, everything we have is 

a gift from God! 
 

You may e-mail your reflection to gail@stlukeslutheranchurch.or or, if 

you prefer, turn in a handwritten copy at the office.  

Marge & Ed Alesch 

Brookdale Gaines Ranch 

4409 Gaines Ranch Loop Apt. 404 

Austin, TX 78735 

Cell phone 972-670-8000 
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Youth Gathering Update 

 

Pastor Kris, Tanner McEwan, Andrea Herrman, Jill Thomas, and Kara 

Herrman attended the ELCA Youth Gathering in Detroit in July.  The 

theme of the event was “Rise Up” with daily devotions and themes based 

on the Gospel of Mark.  Those themes were: Bear Burdens, Build Bridg-

es, Break Chains, and Bring Hope.  30,000 youth and chaperons spent 

their days in 3 rotations to Proclaim Community (at the interactive cen-

ter), Justice (service day), and Story (with Mission Area youth).   Our 

youth spent their service day at a homeless shelter that serves families in 

Wayne County and is supported by Lutheran Social Services of Michigan.  

We painted hallways, trimmed trees, and did weeding and landscaping.  In 

between, we shared lunch with some of the guests of the shelter. 

Each night, all 30,000 gathered at Ford Field for amazing music and 

speakers.  The highlight (for Pastor Kris anyway) was the salute to Mo-

town music with a quartet of 2 Temptations, a Miracle, and a Capitol.  

They had the whole crowd on their feet dancing and singing along.  Our 

speakers ranged from volunteers who have served as Young Adults in 

Global Mission, to a young entrepreneur who employs homeless people 

and gets them off the streets (making coats that function also as sleeping 

bags for the homeless,) to Marian Wright Edelman (founder of the Chil-

dren’s Defense Fund.)  Each night was a powerful and moving experi-

ence! 

The ELCA was well-represented, and made a big difference in the city of 

Detroit by cleaning up communities and boarding up houses, working 

with community gardens and food banks, interacting with children at day-

cares, and a variety of events.  They collected over 500,000 diapers that 

were brought by youth groups around the country.  They also collected 

over $400,000 for Walk for Water, to provide clean water in many parts 

of the world.  In addition, there was a Sunday offering collected to help 

with many ministries in Detroit.  The final numbers have not yet come out 

on that offering.   

We also found out that the 2018 Youth Gathering will be in neighboring 

Houston.  Let’s wait to hear how we can help Texas host that event!  

Thank you to all of you who supported our youth financially and with 

your prayers. This experience was a once in a lifetime for our youth! 
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St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 
 

 
Pastor                                          Rev. Kristine Totzke 
Administrative Assistant  Gail Johnson 
Director of Music Ministriesééééééé.  Dale Dietert 

 

Council Members 
President, Ed Lysen  9/233-6585 
Vice President, Carol Herrman  éé... 9/669-8936 
Secretary, Anne Eckholm   9/231-6121 
Treasurer, Tom Petersen   9/866-0619 
Financial Sec., Shameka Young  2/478-5832 
Christian Ed., open 
Evangelism, Barbara Tate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9/437-5009 
Congregational Life, openéééé.... . . ..  . . 
Congregational Resources, Gail Johnson 9/231-3361 
Indoor Property, Jerry Zimmerman  2-207-0771 
Outdoor Property, Ralph Rizzo                9/231-3269 
Worship & Music, Frieda Chyn -  - - - - - - - - -.2/514/8426 
Service Outreach, Emily Hoffmané. . . . . . . . 9/669-0125 
Youth, Kara Herrman...  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - .9/669-8936  

 
Contact Us: 

 

pastorkris@stlukeslutheranchurch.org,  Ph.414-416-8660 
gail@stlukeslutheranchurch.org 
ddietert@smu.edu 
www.stlukeslutheranchurch.org 

 

The Reporter 
Published for and by 
St. Luke’s Lutheran 
Church 

 

Next deadline—August 15 

gail@stlukeslutheranchurch.

org 

 

All members of St. Lukeôs 
are invited to submit arti-
cles of interest for publica-
tion in THE REPORTER.   
 
Articles may be submitted 
in written form using 
WORD format or electron-
ic  form.  Please include 
your name and phone 
number.  Articles should 
be no longer than 250 
words.  Those over 250 
may need to be edited. 
 

 Sunday Schedule  

Worship at 10:00 a.m.  

Sunday School at 8:45 a.m.     

Phone number: 972 -234 -8804  

www.stlukeslutheranchurch.org  

NETWORK OF COMMUNITY MINISTRIES  
Ingathering days are the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month.  Items always 
needed are:  Jell-O, Peanut Butter, jelly, canned meats and vegetables, soups, 
paper products, personal hygiene products, baby diapers and baby food.  
Please place items in the box marked Network in the Gathering Area. 


