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2017 is coming— along with the 60th anniversary of St. Luke’s and the
500th anniversary of the Reformation. We are looking forward to these
celebrations, however we need volunteers to help with the planning. If

you are interested in being on the planning team, please let Pastor Kris
know.

Volunteers needed. St. Luke’s and Dallas Oromo churches are hosting
the NT-NL Mission Endowment fund dinner here on October 15th. We
need volunteers to help plan this meal so please let Pastor Kris know if
you are able to help. This is an annual event that is hosted at a different
church each year. It has been about 8 or 9 years since it has been here.

Update on HVAC systems: So far this year we have had to replace
the units for the south side of the Education Building, the unit for the
Youth Room and one of the units for the Gathering Area. As a result we
have spent most of the funds designated for building improvement. We
encourage you to donate to this fund in addition to your regular offering
as we still have more HVAC units that need replacing or repair.

Update on bus: The church bus has been sold! The council had re-
viewed the cost of the bus verses the amount we used it and decided that it
was costing us too much for upkeep, registration, insurance, etc. It was not
used enough anymore to make it worth keeping. It was basically wearing
out just sitting in the parking lot. We sold it to Allen Heights Baptist
church in Allen which has a whole long list of things for which they will
be using it.

Pastor Kris’ new address: 2609 Lookout Dr. #7206, Garland, TX
75044



I recently participated in an Interfaith Peace service,
held at Congregation Beth Torah just a few days after
the shooting of the Dallas police officers. For this
month’s newsletter reflection, I wanted to share my
message from the service with all of you.

Rabbi Zelony asked me to share some thoughts on peace from a Lutheran
perspective, so what can [ say? We’re for it! Peace is what we all want
here today. But unfortunately, as we have seen so much lately, peace
doesn’t just happen. Peace is something we have to work for.

But for a Lutheran voice, I wanted to share a couple of quotes from Die-
trich Bonhoeffer, a German Lutheran pastor who fought against the Nazi
regime and who, after a couple of years in prison, was rushed to trial and
hung just 2 weeks before the liberation of the concentration camp where
he was held.

In his book, The Cost of Discipleship, Bonhoeffer wrote, “Judging others
makes us blind, whereas love is illuminating. By judging others we blind
ourselves to our own evil and to the grace which others are just as enti-
tled to as we are.”

Judging others is a big part of the problem we are facing today. We are
so consumed by who is right and who is wrong, that we fail to see that all
of humanity is suffering. I can’t bring myself to read the opinion pages
of the paper any more. I can’t stand to read comments on social me-

dia. The voices that are so loud are too often hateful and volatile. They
are too often guided by misconceptions and ignorance. Those are the
voices that keep getting all the attention.

What we need to hear is the voice of love - the voice that illuminates, as
Bonhoeffer puts it. When we listen to each other in our pain, when we
hear of the suffering, when we really look at each other in love, maybe
we can move beyond the blaming and the judging. When we listen with
love, the humanity of all becomes illuminated, and the very real suffering
1s seen.

As much as [ would like to shut myself off from the world and ignore all
this evil and ugliness, I cannot be silent though. Another quote from
Bonhoeffer is more well known: “Silence in the face of evil is itself evil:
God will not hold us guiltless. Not to speak is to speak. Not to act is to
act.”

I pray that we all may unite to become the voice of love and peace in this
world. I pray that we stop placing blame. May our voices of hope drown
out those of hate, so that peace can replace pain.



\ - The Men in Mission Breakfast will be held on August
- 27th at 8:30 a.m. at the Hilton Garden Inn on 190 and Water-

s ?% view. Contact Ralph Rizzo for more information.
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The Flock

On August 27th the Flock will be attending a concert in
Bekert Park: part of the Addison Concert Series. More
information to come. Anyone is welcome to join us!

Join the fellowship of the Flock for this event.

@ S% The Social Seniors will have a Game Day on August 19th
o 2| at the home of Ursula Peters, 603 Winchester, Richardson.

9| Come at 12:15 p.m. for games and snacks and good conversa-
“% ®] tion with friendly folks. Sign up on the bulletin board if you
plan to attend, or call Ursula, 972-231-3103.

“God’'s wor k. Our hands."”

Sept. 11, 2016
“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday is an opportunity to celebrate
who we are as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) —
one church, freed in Christ to serve and love our neighbor. On this day
we will again work with the Richardson Interfaith Alliance to package
food for “Feeding Children Everywhere.” This is a re-run of last year’s
event, only bigger. If you need a t-shirt, please let Gail know and she will
try to find one for you. If you have a shirt and are not able to help this
year, please turn it in to the church office for someone else to use. To
order new ones we would need to have at least 10 orders no later that Au-
gust 15. To register, go to

https://feedingchildreneverywhere.com/richardson2016. Al s o p | e
up on the bulletin board so we
L u Icse.

One of our former members Thomas McClure, age 42, died on June
14 in Seattle where he had lived for many years. Thomas grew up in
Richardson and graduated from Pearce High School. The McClures were
long time members of St. Luke’s and we have offered to host the recep-
tion for his friends and family in the area.

If you were friends of Thomas and the McClure family, you are invited to
an informal reception in memory of Thomas on August 27th at 1 p.m. in
the Gathering Area.


https://feedingchildreneverywhere.com/richardson2016
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August Conlblhed Circles’
Bible Study, 7:00pm in the Adult
class room — Pastor Kris will con-
tinue session 2 “The heart of the
matter: Seeking God” (Jeremiah
29:14) and review session 3 “The
heart of the matter: The ministry of
reconciliation” (2 Corinthians 5:17-
19) written by Angela Shannon.
Sarah Circle will be hostess. The
lessons may be found in the July/
August Gather Magazine.

Au g u s fLead@Bhip Team
Meeting, 9:00am in the adult class-
room.

Sept e mAceivity Day,
9:00am in the Gathering Area.
Sept e mbSamh Cirfe
Sept e mbMary RlitB and
Rebekah Circles.

of St

ﬁ ﬁbﬁfall of 2016 (September-
ovember), Meghan Johnston
Aelabouni, brings us “When
God’s not fair - Coming to
terms with a merciful God” a
three-session ~ study  which
delves into what it means to
worship a God who forgives the
guilty, chooses the unlikely and
gives to those who haven’t
“earned” it

The first session is entitled
“Jonah and the terrible, horrible,
no good, very bad day: when
God forgives the guilty.”

Mary/Ruth Circle meets on the
second Tuesday of the month at
10:00am in either members’
homes or the adult classroom.

Rebekah Circle meets on the
second Tuesday of the month at
7:30pm in members’ homes.

**These two circles will use the Gather Magazine Bible Study for their

lessons.

Sarah Circle meets on the second Saturday of the month at 9:00am in the
Church Conference Room. A study, “A Bold Life of Faith - Katharina von
Bora Luther,” will be given by Carol Brant.
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Booksome Ladies

On Wednesday, August 17", the Booksome Ladies
will meet in the CONFERENCE ROOM at 9:30 a.m. to
discuss the Richardson Reads One Book selection for
this year, Spare Parts, by Joshua Davis. It is the true
story of four Latino teenage boys, all born in Mexico,
but raised in Phoenix, AZ, where they lived in constant
fear of deportation. Eighty percent of the students in their high school
lived below the poverty level, so they were accustomed to managing in
meager circumstances. They joined the Robotics Club and began to
design and make an underwater robot to enter in a competition with oth-
er schools. Since their funds were very limited, they built their robot out
of scavenged parts, donated materials from strangers, and the encour-
agement of two bighearted teachers. Their robot, “Stinky,” wasn’t much
to look at, especially compared with the competition. They were up
against some of the best student engineers in the country, including a
team from MIT backed by a $10,000 grant. This contest is only the be-
ginning for the four young men, whose story takes us from the unpaved
roads of West Phoenix to the halls of Congress.

This book is not just about a competition, but is the story of the personal
lives of four dedicated illegal immigrants and what they achieved. Read
it and cheer for them and plan to hear the author speak at Richardson
High School on September 20™.

Since we will be choosing books for the coming months, please bring
your suggestions.

Peace,
Martha Eastwood

The Women of St. Luke’s annual drive for school supplies to help
fill the school kits they make for Lutheran World Relief is underway.
This year the items they are asking for include:

70 sheet notebooks of wide or college ruled paper.

Boxes of crayons (16 or 24)

30 centimeter rulers

Blunt scissors

Number 2 pencils with erasers.

Black or blue ballpoint pens

2 1/2 inch erasers
They will have a collection container in the Gathering Area.
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St. Luke's Prayer Chain

The members of St. Luke’s and their families that are being prayed for during

the month are listed below.
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“....Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete.”

Betty Kennedy, Prayer Chain Chairperson

972-235-6309
972-774-2002



August Anniversaries

Jim & Linda Reed 8-06-1955
Marcie & Chris Cook 8-08-2009
Bill & Corinne Perkins 8-08-1948
Jon & Evelyn Spangler 8-08-1986
Bud & Shella Groom 8-20-1954
Billy & Allyne Harris 8-24-1963
Phil & Doris Houston 8-27-1950
A ¢ Birthel
ugust Birthdays
Irma Young 8-01 Michelle Hreha 8-21
Bob Nicolaysen 8-02 Connie White 8-21
Amy McEwan 8-06 Ashley Sallee 8-23
Andrea Herrman 8-08 Shelby Huffhines ~ 8-24
Seth Eckholm 8-09 Conner Ritchie 8-25
Holden McDermott  8-09 Ursula Peters 8-26
Regi Sigler 8-09 Shirley Brouillette ~ 8-27
Betty Kennedy 8-14 Preston Huffhines  8-27
Howard Scheib 8-14 Mildred Pliskal 8-28
Susan Scheib 8-19 Maia Slye-Nelson ~ 8-29
Nicholas Chatto 8-20 Brenda Sherrod 8-31
ll_allll!l A very special birth|lda
4;,,«§}\>, Birthda¥ s peci al | ady. I rma Y|ou
‘ a years old on August |1

Note: If you have an anniversary or birthday this month and your name
is not on our list, please call the church office and give us the infor-
mation for our records. Thank you.



NETWORK OF COMMUNITY MINISTRIES

Il ngathering days are the 1st and 3rpd
needed are peanut butter, jelly, cpn
soups, paper product s, per sonal hygiler
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The Reporter
Published for and by
St. Luke’s Lutheran
Church

Next deadline—August. 15

gail@stlukeslutheranchurch. Pastor ... Rev. . . Kristin
org Admini strative Assi SGtaant Johr
Director of ®asééeééblibDalseéerbDies
Al | me mber s& of .
are invited t% SIbdme 5%% ysMne'gt;%_ééss
cles of interGbIobillryblup St oL 7508
tio ! ' Secretary, Anne._ Eckhel mg121
Treasurer, om Peter 9866109
Articles may kBensiichimiit sed., Shamékay&8d2n
in written focCmriustiimagh Ed., open
WORD f or mat oEva@ngeltirsonn- Carol Rizzo3269.
i c form. Pl £€as@r egmdligael Eeke, JedalRa8l
your mname and Bhee 0 ey T epoar mhe
number. - Art %%\?”35 TEBer iy Rabprarsa:
9 W hi%p MUSi Co--Fi-i-eBABEAG N
words Thoseg@Vveirce2DUtreacd, Emi |l yomHabf
may need to begogdH,t! &hr a--Her-r-ma-n--. 9/ 8636
Contact Us
pastorkris@stlukeslutHdd88&860h
gail @stl ukeslutheranchurch. o
ddi etert @mail.smu. edu
www. stl ukesl utheranchurch. or
N
NN
= / Sunday Schedul e
64 Worship at 10: 00 a.
Sunday School at 8: 45
Phone numbe2388D2
www. stl ukeslut heranchu



